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CONNECT WITH SGM 

Over the past year, the SGM Community Engagement team have
hosted regular POP IN information sessions in Stawell’s Main
Street, providing community members with opportunities to
connect with us directly. These sessions keep the community
informed about current mining activities, regional exploration
projects, and research developments at the Stawell
Underground Physics Laboratory.

The Community Engagement team collaborated with local
organisations and artists to incorporate interactive elements into
the sessions. At the most recent POP IN information session,
SGM hosted “Capturing Gold”, a photography exhibition by the
Stawell Camera Club, showcasing images that reflected the
region’s rich gold mining legacy from historic operations
through to modern-day mining.

The regular SGM POP IN information sessions provide valuable
opportunities for the community to meet with the Community
Engagement team, ask questions, and learn more about SGM’s
mining operations and ongoing activities.

SGM IN THE COMMUNITY SGM IN THE COMMUNITY 

Stawell Show 
The annual Stawell Agricultural Show always
brings the Community of Stawell together for a
great day out with a wide variety of activities on
offer. Stawell Gold Mines has proudly supported
the Show for many years, and our Community
Engagement team were thrilled to participate
once again, offering a range of interactive
activities for visitors to enjoy at the SGM stand.
 
Each year, we bring some of our underground
mining vehicles to the surface for display. These
impressive machines attract plenty of interest,
sparking great conversations as well as giving
our employees the opportunity to show their
families and friends the equipment they use
every day.
 
The Stawell Agricultural Show is a wonderful
community event, and the team at SGM look
forward to continuing our long-standing
partnership.

Community POP-IN 

Capturing Gold Capturing Gold 
IMAGES OF MINING IMAGES OF MINING 

STAWELL CAMERA CLUBSTAWELL CAMERA CLUB
Photography Project & Exhibition

stawellgoldmines.com

@stawellgoldmines 

@stawellgoldmines 

03 5358 1022

NEXT
Community POP-IN Sessions 

Thursday February 26th
10:00am to 3:00pm Friday February 27th

10:00am to 3:00pm Saturday February 28th
9:00am to 1:00pm Shop 108 Main Street Stawell 
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Th

e Cottage 

SGM is honoured to continue to assist the
incredible work of the Stawell Inter Church
Welfare Council Cottage throughout the year
and for the annual Cottage Christmas
Distribution program. 

The dedicated  team of Cottage volunteers work
tirelessly throughout the year to provide
essential emergency relief to individuals and
families doing it tough and particularly during
the busy and often challenging Christmas period.

SGM IN THE COMMUNITY SGM IN THE COMMUNITY 

Supporting our community 
Stawell Gold Mines is proud of the strong community relationships fostered over the decades of operation
within the township. We remain committed to being an active and supportive member of the Stawell
community and in 2025, through our sponsorships, donations and bi-annual community grants programs, SGM
contributed to more than 40 local community group projects, school programs, sporting clubs, sporting events,
and fundraising activities that directly benefit the community of Stawell and surrounding areas.

Recipients Stories 

SGM Grants – Donations – Sponsorships 

The Cottage is open 
 Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays

10am-12.30pm
20 Sloane Street Stawell

DONATION TO THE COTTAGE CAN 
BE ACCEPTED AT THESE TIMES 

Daniher’s Drive - FIGHT MND
SGM was delighted to support the fundraising efforts of our
regions very own "Stawell GOLD Diggers Team" who entered
the annual Daniher’s Drive a FIGHT MND event raising funds
towards a world free from motor neuron disease.
 

Dear Stawell GOLD Mine 
Thank you for being Stawell GOLD Digger’smajor sponsor in this years Daniher’s Drive.
With your help, the drive raised an incredible
$1.3 million, and our team proudlycontributed $49,287 to that total. 

Your generosity directly supportsFightMND’s vital research and careprograms, bringing hope to Australiansliving with Motor Neurone Disease. We trulyappreciate your commitment to thisimportant cause. 

Thank you again for being part of our teamand helping us make a real difference. 
Warm regards,Team Stawell GOLD Digger’s Jodie & Tony Scantleton Karen & Jim Leithhead

The Mixed Bunch Collective 

The Mixed Bunch Community Art Group
created a collaborative artwork involving
community members from Stawell, Halls
Gap, and Pomonal. The project was
designed to bring people together across
these neighbouring communities, with a
particular focus on Pomonal, which was
significantly impacted by the 2024–2025
Grampians bushfires.

The Mixed Bunch Collective’s panorama is a series of 10 boards featuring native flowers set against the
backdrop of the Grampians and was publicly unveiled at the Pomonal Flower Show in November 2025. 
Titled Colour Your Garden with Native Plants, the artwork will be permanently installed at the Pomonal Hall
as a lasting symbol of resilience and recovery.

SGM was delighted to support this wonderful project.
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SGM IN THE COMMUNITY SGM IN THE COMMUNITY 

Exploring career pathways in mining
Mining careers in Australia span a wide range of fields,
from entry-level trades and operational roles to highly
technical positions in engineering, science, and
chemistry. Opportunities exist across the entire mine
lifecycle, including exploration, extraction, processing,
and administration with growing demand in areas such
as technology, sustainability, and community
engagement.

The mining sector also offers strong pathways for career
progression. Many people begin in entry-level roles and
advance through training, on the job experience, and
professional development, often moving into supervisory
or management positions.

Stawell Gold Mines participates in a variety of programs
throughout the year to inspire the next generation of
mining professionals. We work closely with local schools,
the Minerals Council of Australia, and the Local Learning
and Employment Network (LLEN). These initiatives
include hosting SGM site visits for secondary school
students from across the region, attending the Western
Victoria Careers Expo, and supporting the AREEA Bright
Future STEM program.

Developing these strong partnerships between
education and industry provides valuable links and
opportunities to connect with students to share
insights and spark interest in discovering the diverse
opportunities available in the mining sector.

2025 Western Victorian Careers Expo
The Careers Expo event provided a great opportunity
for students, job seekers, and career changers to learn
more about employment options in a wide range of
industries.
 
SGM had representatives from across the operation
providing firsthand insights and details on getting a
start in a career in Mining with many enquiries from
participates exploring options for entry-level positions
and long-term career pathways.

 MCA Mining careers program
The Minerals Council of Australia (MCA) mining careers program
introduces secondary school students to career pathways and
study opportunities in the mining sector, SGM has developed a
comprehensive on-site program of sessions that includes
presentations and tours around the site that provides the
students with an insightful overview of the diverse range of
careers that make up an underground gold mining operation.
2025 School Visits 

Term 1: Ararat & Lake Bolac Colleges 
Term 2: St Bridgid’s & Wimmera Lutheran Colleges, Horsham 
Term 3: Marian Collage, Ararat
Term 4: Stawell Secondary College

Bright Future in STEM 

Bright Future STEM is a primary schools program
aimed at students in Years 5 & 6, the program is hosted
by the Australian Resources and Energy Employer
Association (AREEA) and aims to encourage interest in
STEM subjects for primary school students prior to
high school education. 
 
SGM was invited to participate as industry role models
to present an interactive STEM Careers at SGM session
for St Mary’s Primary School Ararat and the Avoca
Primary School.
 

Stawell Secondary College students at the Core Farm 

Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematic

Avoca Primary School.
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We extend our sincere thanks to the team from Project Platypus
Upper Wimmera Landcare, who worked alongside the SGM
Environmental Team to complete the planting works. Their
support was invaluable in bringing this project to its final
milestone.

Stawell Gold Mines remains committed to progressive
rehabilitation, delivering an annual schedule of works that
includes revegetation, maintenance, studies, and on-ground
trials. This ongoing program ensures that our operations
contribute positively to the long-term environmental health of
the region.

SGM MINING COMMUNITY SGM MINING COMMUNITY 

The Davis Pit has been one of our major
rehabilitation projects in recent years, involving an
extensive backfilling and shaping process to match
the natural contours of the surrounding Big Hill
landscape, with a soil overly to the backfilled area
in preparation for revegetation.
 
In August 2025, the SGM Environmental Team
successfully completed the next phase of the
project, which involved planting 2,000 native
tubestock. Species were carefully selected using
Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVCs) characteristic
of eucalypt woodlands such as Yellow Box and
Ironbark found on low hills across the Victorian
Goldfields region, ensuring ecological relevance
and long-term sustainability to the site conditions.

Davis Pit rehabilitation project

Acacia acinacea 
Acacia genistifolia 
Acacia pycnantha 
Acacia pendula 
Allocasuarina muelleriana 
Allocasuarina cunninghamiana 
Melaleuca decussata 
Eucalyptus macrocarpa 
Eucalyptus melliodora 
Eucalyptus leucoxylon 
Eucalyptus largiflorens 

The planting list

All native plants were sourced locally from Greenfingers
Nursery, supporting our local growers.
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Backfilling and shaping process

Soil overly the backfilled area 



The Stawell Gold Mines Positive Safety
Awards celebrate employees who have
actively contributed to maintaining a safe
working environment by demonstrating a
strong safety culture that strengthens the
sense of community within the workplace.
 
The Positive Safety Awards are voted on by
the SGM Health and Safety Representative
Group with nominations submitted from
Managers, Superintendents, Supervisors and
workmates from our SGM “Hazard Action
Checklist” HAC reports.

In August 2025, to celebrate our safety
champions and award recipients, SGM
hosted a site lunch featuring guest speaker
Dean McHardie. Dean is an emergency
management professional, and para-
triathlete, he shared his journey of
overcoming adversity after becoming an
upper-limb amputee and drawing on his
experiences in the mining and emergency
rescue sectors, he spoke about safety,
resilience, and mental health, reflecting on
both his achievements and setbacks along
the way. 

SGM MINING COMMUNITY 

Positive 
Safety 
Awards 

Frank Rutter SGM Safety & Training Manager, Dean McHardie
& Troy Cole SGM General Manager 

SGM MINING COMMUNITY 

New Experiment Installation 

SUPL recently welcomed a group of
international radiation-biology researchers
from Canada and Australia, who installed a
new experiment that forms part of a
worldwide study across deep underground
laboratories.

Their research explores how cells behave in
very low-radiation environments measuring
things like metabolic activity, survival, and
DNA repair mechanisms. 

The project allows SUPL to contribute to a novel, global study,
strengthening their integration in the international research
community. Most importantly, the project will offer insights
relevant to radiation biology, astrobiology, and long-term
biological preservation.
 
We’re proud to support cutting-edge research happening right
here beneath Stawell. 

The international radiation-biology researcher team 
ready to go underground 

Tiny clocks, big questions
Dr William Campbell from The University of Western Australia and Dr Ben McAllister from
Swinburne University of Technology were back underground at SUPL recently, continuing their
cutting edge collaboration with Quantic Wenzel to study how cosmic rays affect ultra-precise
quartz oscillators.

These tiny, crystal-based “clocks” are vital to
everything from deep space communications to
experimental physics. But what happens when you
take them a kilometre beneath the Earth’s surface?
 

By measuring their behaviour in the ultra-low-
background environment at SUPL, the team hopes to
uncover how radiation from space might subtly
influence their performance—and help push the
boundaries of timekeeping and fundamental science.

Dr William Campbell & Dr Ben McAllister

A safe workplace doesn’t happen by chance it’s
the result of everyone’s effort, awareness, and
commitment every day. The Positive Safety
Awards are our way of recognising and
celebrating those contributions. By rewarding
safe behavior, we thank you for preventing
incidents, protecting your mates, and keeping
safety at the heart of our site. Your hard work
and care make a real difference, and these
awards are our way of saying, “We see it, we
value it, and it matters.” 
– Frank Rutter SGM Safety & Training Manager. 
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Stawell Gold Mines continues full-scale gold production,
with underground development and production blasting
occurring in several areas of the mine.

The SGM Blasting Map illustrates the approximate surface
locations of the underground development drives and
production stopes, including indicative depths. 

This information identifies the areas where underground
development and production blasting is expected to occur
over the coming months. Blast monitoring locations are
highlighted in yellow.

The Blasting Locations Map can be used in conjunction
with notifications issued through the Stawell Gold Mines
blast notification text message service to assist residents
in understanding the location and timing of underground
mining activities.

MINE DEVELOPMENTS MINE DEVELOPMENTS 

 SGM offers a blast notification text message
system that sends residents SMS notifications in

advance of planned production firings.
 

Residents who would like to receive 
blast notifications are encouraged to 

contact Stawell Gold Mines.
PHONE: 03 5358 1022 

EMAIL: enquiries@stawellgoldmines.com
 

TYPICAL FIRING TIMES 

Development firing 
7 days a week

5:30 to 6:30 am/pm

Stope (Production) firing 
7 days a week

5:30 to 6:30 pm
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Observation Deck 
Discover this unique insight into the fascinating world of
an underground gold mining operation.

Reefs Road

stawellgoldmines.com


